
Art, ceramics & DT

What will you learn?

Within the broad curriculum of art and design we 
offer three specialisms in art, ceramics and design 
technology. We encourage individual development 
of practical experience by investigation into a  
wide variety of processes, through using a range  
of traditional and new media such as drawing, 
painting, photography, printmaking, sculpture  
and digital media.

As they develop their interests across art and design 
students are encouraged to become independent 
thinkers and learners. 

GCSE art and design is accredited by Edexcel.

GCSE design technology is accredited by AQA.

Both are reformed subjects.

What do students say?

“I have learnt to view art from a different 
perspective, and that it can be made in very 
different ways.”

“I learnt in art to worry less about the outcome –  
get lost in the moment.”

“...that there are different ways to do things in art. 
Ceramics is so much fun, and that you can be 
really creative in the different subjects.” 

Facilities, expeditions and more...

Seeing at first hand the work of artists, both 
historical and contemporary, is one of the main 
ways in which understanding of both techniques 
and concepts is conveyed. Students are given the 
opportunity to see a wide variety of traditional and 
contemporary work through:

• Visits to museums and art galleries. 

• Year 10 residential trip to West Cornwall.

• Educational workshops outside school. 

• There are opportunities for art scholarship  
at 13+ and 16+.

• Visiting artists programme for all years.

Who teaches it?

Art Department staff, all of whom are practising artists and designers, have excellent subject knowledge  
and a strong range of expertise in painting, printmaking, ceramics, 3D design and new media. Visiting artists 
complement staff skills and work with students on an occasional basis. Recent workshops have included 
animation, textiles for fashion, ceramic sculpture and jewellery. Contextual studies are an important part  
of the art and design courses, and all years benefit from talks and lectures supporting their studies.

Jane McDonald, Head of Art

Results gained in 2018:

GCSE art and design: 
84% at 9-7  
100% at 9-6

GCSE ceramics: 
100% at 9-7
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How is the subject taught?

Art classes are held in three well-equipped light, airy 
rooms at the top of the School. Design technology 
and ceramics are housed in new purpose built 
facilities in separate facilities in the School grounds. 
The Art Department and subject areas have a good 
specialist art library and resources.

Art and design develops practical, artistic skills that 
demonstrate imagination and creativity. After a basic 
foundation course in Lower School learning core 
skills, students respond to set themes as they move  
into Middle School. They are taught how to use 
sketchbooks to record, research and document the 
development of their ideas. Broad-based research 
and an individual response are encouraged. 

Creative thinking and presentation skills are 
important elements of the GCSE course. Students 
produce a coursework portfolio of two and three 
dimensional work, and they respond to an externally 
set assignment towards the end of the course.


